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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 


Applicant(s) 


Examiner 


Group Art Unit 





— Tifie MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address-^ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE " 3 ^ MQNTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

Status 



□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 

DB^aim(s) 



. Is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above claim(s)- 

□ Claim(s) 

[XKJlaim(s) 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
. is/are allowed. 



□ Claim(s)_ 

□ Claim(s)- 



Applicatton Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (aHd) 

fi^knowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 
B^ll QSome* □ None oftheCERTIFIEDcopiesof the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 

Qfl^leceived in this national stage application from the Intemational Bureau (POT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received :^ 

Attachment(s) 



is/are rejected. 

- is/are objected to. 

- are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 



Birifomriation Disclosure Statement(s). PTO-1449, Paper No(s).. 

C&l^otice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

Office Action Summary 



□ Inten^iew Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Infonmal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other_ 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 9^7) 



Part of Paper No. 



*U.S. GPO: 1998-*54-457/97505 
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1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 
35 U.S.C. § 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more 
claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards 
as his invention. 

2. Claims 2, 4, 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. More particularly, in 
each of claims 2 and 4 applicant has recited multiple ranges of 
parameters, making the claims vague and indefinite. In claim 7, 
line 1, the phrase "the reverse" appears desirably to be changed 
to --the opposing outer surface--, or equivalent language 
thereto. In claim 8, Markush language appears proper. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in 
this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention 
is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences 
between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over WO 97/42922 combined with Yang et al . WO 
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-922 discloses (note particularly page 3, lines 7-20, page 4, 
line 16 - page 5, line 23, page 7, lines 8-12) a genus of 
adhesive coated bandages which feature non-woven fabrics that may 
be formed from (page 4 lines 25-35) polyethylene fibers and may 
further be coated with a suitable adhesive layer such as (page 7 
lines 10-12) pressure sensitive adhesive compositions. The 
reference fails to disclose the presence of a 

metallocene-polyethylene genus of fibers making up the non-woven 
backing. Yang et al . , however discloses (note particularly the 
Abstract, Figures 1-3, column 2 line 55 - column 3 line 8, column 
7 lines 22-34, column 10 lines 14-20, column 16 lines 14-59) the 
use ot a metallocene-polyethylene^woven material (column 2 lines 
55-67) as a backing web, with the backing further being provided 
with a suitable adhesive (column 7 lines 22-34) . One of ordinary 
skill, motivated by the desirable properties produced by 
metallocene type polymerized polyethylene ^fabrics would so 
incorporate this technology from Yang et al . into the backing web 
material of WO -922 and thereby form the claimed genus of 
embodiments. Other parameters, such as the presence of specific 
weight, thickness, and tensile strengths (claims 2 and 3) are 
believed to be, if not either expressly or inherently disclosed, 
obvious modifications to one of ordinary skill, in the absence of 
unexpected results. 
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5. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over either Joseph et al . or Riedel et al . 
Each of the references discloses (note particularly Joseph et 
al . , the Abstract, column 1 line 62 - column 2 line 10, column 5 
lines 10-30, column 10 lines 24-40, claim 1; Riedel et al . , the 
Abstract, column 8 line 66, column 9 line 13, Examples 7-9) in 
certain embodiments broad genuses of non-woven fabric and backing 
materials that have pressure sensitive adhesive fibers that may 
be formed from metallocene type polyethylene materials intermixed 
throughout. In Joseph et al . the mult i -component fibers may be 
distributed throughout the width dimension of the non-woven tape 
backing such that the adhesive component is exposed on both outer 
faces of the non- woven tape backing (column 1 line 6 6 - column 2 
line 2) , As such, if such a structure is not deemed to 
anticipate at least applicant's broad claim, it is believed to 
put the claimed structure well within the ordinary skill of the 
art. With respect to Riedel et al . , the non-woven melt blown 
microfiber pressure sensitive adhesive webs formed comprise the 
use of metallocene catalyzed polyethylene resin and produce a 
desirable uniform web. As such, although no disclosure of an 
outer adhesive layer on the formed non-woven backings of the 
reference are believed to exist, it is still believed that one of 
ordinary skill would find such a structure to be well within the 
skill of the art, particularly in view of the fact that the non- 
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woven backing has mingled throughout a variety of pressure 
sensitive adhesive fibers. Other parameters, such as those set 
forth above are again each believed to be, if not either 
expressly or inherently disclosed, obvious modifications to one 
of ordinary skill, in the absence of unexpected results. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Daniel 
Zirker whose telephone number is (703) 308-0031. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday- Thursday from 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 
P.M. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 



unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be 
reached on (703) 308-2414. The fax phone number for this Group 
is (703) 872-9310. 



status of this application or proceeding should be directed to 
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 



Dzirker : cdc 



DANIEL ZIRKER 
PBIMARY EXAMINER 

eR0UP43ee- 



June 18 , 2002 



noo 




